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the affected parts wherein weaving and carpentry have been arranged
to be taught according to the aptitudes of the people; and a great impe-
tus has been given to the progress of spinning in the affected parts
among all classes of people. A convenient central village has been singled
out for working the depot; and every morning our workers go into the
neighbouring villages with cotton and charkhas to teach carding and
spinning to the people in their homes. Nurseries of cotton plants have
also been made on the plots attached to these depots and arrangements
have been made to distribute the plants gratis or at nominal prices
among the people for being planted in their own places. Last year the
Congress Committee made a humble attempt to popularize cotton-growing
by a free distribution of seeds suited to the soil at this time of the year.
But barring a handful of them, most of the people did not take kindly to
it. It is for this reason that a departure has been made this year. Al-
ready more than five hundred families have taken enthusiastically to
spinning and we expect a thousand pounds of yarn in this month. Last
month we received through these twelve depots 735 Ibs. of yarn of counts
ranging from 8 to 20. We are obliged to give charkhas on the instal-
ment system as the people are poor. It is a most encouraging feature
that the majority of these families who have begun to spin are Mahomedans
and Christians. The monsoon is almost upon us as it is expected to
break out earlier this year, and already we have had showers with
thunder and lightning. It is well-known that within a few weeks after the
rains set in, most of the people in village parts are without occupation.
The money in hand set apart for the constructive programme has been
exhausted. And, if the charitable public do not come to our rescue at
this juncture, the humble work begun by our struggling volunteers for
relieving the distress of the poor by supplying supplementary occupations
at their very doors will come to grief. Having regard to the fact that
90 p.c. of the people that have thus taken to spinning are women, I feel
that I can confidently look up to all who love nation-building work to
contribute their mite for helping us to continue this glorious work of
serving the poor. There are thousands of women who are hankering to
have the charkhas; but, for want of funds, the work cannot progress.
We have also made another departure in accordance with your
advice. There are twenty national schools in our district with a thousand
pupils. Two of these are high schools. Boys coming out of these schools
are taken as apprentices in these depots; and they are asked to go back to
their respective villages for starting national elementary schools or pan-
chayat courts or any other handicrafts like weaving, carpentry, iron
smithy, dyeing, printiagy etc.^ arrangements for teaching all of which are
being made in these depots. Wffl the appeal of our self-sacrificing, struggling
volunteers on behalf of our 'TOtodew pwr go in vain?